WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM(S) REQUEST FORM #10

Date: 05/02/2019 Weekly Agenda Date: 05/07/2019

ELECTED OFFICIAL / DEPARTMENT HEAD / CITIZEN: Brian Blomme, ISG

WORDING FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Wolf Creek Drainage District Trustees: Receive the filing of the Commissioner's report for
Reclassification of the Wolf Creek drainage and schedule a public hearing for the district.

ACTION REQUIRED:
Approve Ordinance I:l Approve Resolution I:l Approve Motion E

Public Hearing I:' Other: Informational I:l Attachments IE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The drainage engineer has completed his report on the Wolf Creek Drainage District annexation and is ready to present it for
approval by the trustees. The trustees will be asked to tentatively approve the report and schedule a public hearing to share the
report with drainage district landowners.

BACKGROUND:

The Board of Supervisors, acting as trustees for the Wolf Creek Drainage District, directed the drainage engineer to prepare an
annexation report for the district. This was the first action resulting from a study of drainage complaints in the lower reaches of the
drainage district. The trustees directed the drainage engineer to study the district facilities after received complaints of plugged
field and road ditch outlets in the lower reaches of the district. The study recommended a cleanout of the lower reaches of the
drainage district at an estimated cost of over $450,000. This information was presented to the district landowners in a 2016 public
hearing.

It was noted during discussions with district landowners and during a study of drainage district records that the district has seen
significant changes since its establishment in 1908 without a subsequent review of benefit received and taxation of lands within the
district. An example of an issue noted during a review of the taxation of the current lands contained within the district was that with
the realignment of the West Fork of the Little Sioux River, some properties within the district are now on the west bank of the Little
Sioux River and physically separated from Wolf Creek Drainage District by the new river channel. They receive no benefit from the
district any longer, but are still being assessed taxes to maintain the district. This annexation report reviewed all properties within
the district and made recommendations on correcting these issues for the trustees. This report was received by the Board in
August 2017 and approved at a public hearing in September, 2017.

The next step in the process was to prepare a commissioners report for reclassification of the district. Reclassification distributes
the benefits provided by the district and allocates them to the properties within the district. The reclassification is used to determine
the drainage tax rate for the properties within the district. This report is reviewed by commissioners who are residents of Woodbury
County but do not own property within the district. This report is being presented to the Board as subject of this agenda request.

This report is being presented for tentative approval by the Board of Trustees.




FINANCIAL IMPACT:

The project is paid for by drainage district tax levies. The report results will affect the taxation of properties within the district.
Since a large project is proposed to make improvements to the district, it is vital at this time to review the taxation of benefited
properties within the district so that the expense of upcoming projects is appropriately addressed.

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE?

Yes O No

RECOMMENDATION:

Action Items for the meeting:

1.) Tentatively approve the Commissioner’s Report for the Wolf Creek Drainage District

2.) Direct the preparation of a Notice of Public Hearing on the Commissioner's Report to be mailed to the
effected landowners and published in the official newspaper. Minimum 20 days prior to Public Hearing date.
3.) Set a Public Hearing date to be held a minimum of 40 days from May 7, 2019. The earliest the hearing
could be held is June 18, 2019.

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:

Trustees to make the following motions:

1) Tentatively approve the Commissioner’s Report for the Wolf Creek Drainage District

2.) Direct the preparation of a Notice of Public Hearing on the Commissioner's Report to be mailed to the
effected landowners and published in the official newspaper 20 days prior to Public Hearing date.

3.) Set a Public Hearing date on June 18, 2019 at 4:45 PM for review of the report.

Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.
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