WOODBURY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEM(S) REQUEST FORM

Date: 9/12/2024 Weekly Agenda Date: 9/17/2024

ELECTED OFFICIAL / DEPARTMENT HEAD / CITIZEN: Supervisors J. Taylor/D. Bittinger

WORDING FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Designation of Naming the 1st Floor Courthouse "Old Board of Supervisors" Chambers after Dennis
Butler in Order to Honor Dennis's Service, Longevity, and Dedication to Woodbury County and
Authorizing Funds of up to $1,500 from Gaming Revenue for This Purpose

ACTION REQUIRED:
Approve Ordinance I:l Approve Resolution I:l Approve Motion E

Public Hearing I:' Other: Informational I:l Attachments I:l

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This agenda item is one that we believe is fitting upon the sad passing of our longest lasting employee, Dennis Butler.

One of the most moving and poignant privileges of publicly elected office is to render honor to whom it is due. We've had the
privilege to thank and honor those in business and labor as well outstanding individual volunteers; we have paid homage to the
sacrifice of Soldiers, law enforcement and first responders; we honor those who came before us from yesteryear as seen with the
dedication of our centennial celebration in the county; and we certainly do so with our employees. Dennis Butler gave 47 years of
his life to the financial stewardship of tax dollars, resources the public entrusts to us.

As one of dozens of initiatives, we early on decided that a meeting place to accommodate more than a dozen audience members'
was important, which brought us to the room in which we serve today. But that room simply has become known as something from
yesteryear, e.g. "The Old Board Room." It seems more poignant and fitting that a man who guided the Board of Supervisors for the
majority of the time there and whose memory we want to be remembered could be done so with the naming of the room. Below are
the reasons why ("Background") continued with logistics and steps we propose after under "Financial Impact.”

BACKGROUND:

We propose that we pass a motion and work with Building Services in order to construct a bronze plague with Dennis's image, "In
Loving Memory of..." to the brick next to the door and the name the room after him. Our Building Services Director, Kenny Schmitz,
he has already designed a way to work within the parameters of the Historic Preservation Society to accomplish this.

We would like to propose a short dedication service with the National Anthem being sung, every elected official Dennis served with
answering the roll call, to affirm the proclamation (a nod to the many people Dennis served with), a prayer by Supervisor (and
Pastor) Dan Bittinger, a reading of Dennis's life biography, and a proclamation establishing that room as named after the man.
While Dennis was not one for pomp, fanfare, nor the spotlight, sometimes those who eschew it are the most deserving of it.

We do this because we seek to honor his service and longevity, to know that this courthouse is still the people's house, and that it is
their hard work and resources that Dennis Butler helped to manage for more than a quarter of the time that Woodbury County has
been a county.

It also seems fitting that the three main purposes of that room have been General Relief, which we have known this Board to
balance stewardship of tax dollars with helping folks who have fallen on hard times through no fault of their own; deliberations and
strategy on financial and legal matters to best steward the people's money; and the crafting of relational meetings to improve and
better our county. Reminding present and future individuals of Dennis's heart and spirit would be a good, lasting, and positive step.

"This room is dedicated to the memory of Dennis Butler, Woodbury County's finance director for 47 years and to our knowledge, the
longest serving employee of Woodbury County. At the time of Dennis's passing on August 21, 2024, he had served for more than a
quarter of Woodbury County's existence. Dennis wrote, “I love my job, health-wise, if | can, | will stay here another 5 years. We
have 3 new projects in the works and | want to see them through to the end, we are re-doing all the gravel roads over the next 5
years, getting them in top notch shape, the new LEC and renovations to the courthouse. We have a lot to be proud of here.”

This room once held Board of Supervisors meetings and Dennis guided various Boards of Supervisors through challenging times.
His office was adjacent to this area, and he touched the lives of every county employee and the people we are called to served."




FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Up to $1,500 in gaming revenue

(see attached examples)

IF THERE IS A CONTRACT INVOLVED IN THE AGENDA ITEM, HAS THE CONTRACT BEEN SUBMITTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK
PRIOR AND ANSWERED WITH A REVIEW BY THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE?

Yes O No O
RECOMMENDATION:
See below.

ACTION REQUIRED / PROPOSED MOTION:

Approve naming the "Old Board of Supervisors Chambers" the "Dennis Butler Meeting Room," dedicate up
to $1,500 in gaming revenue and set the intent for a dedication of that room at a future time certain.

Approved by Board of Supervisors April 5, 2016.






=W |
D LMMOMMI RS W 0 . f Y

MEETING ROOM |

el

r.ﬂ“; t ?Z-. e -



	Date: 9/11/24
	Weekly Agenda Date: 9/17/24
	ELECTED OFFICIAL  DEPARTMENT HEAD  CITIZEN: Daniel J. Priestley
	Text20: SUMMARY OF PROPOSED REVISIONS TO WOODBURY COUNTY, IOWA ORDINANCE #56: AMENDMENTS TO MODIFY SECTION 5.2.D, SECTION 6.1.A, SECTION 6.2, SECTION 7, AND SECTION 7.1.C IN THE ORDINANCE REGULATING COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS IN UNINCORPORATED WOODBURY COUNTY.  THE AMENDMENTS TO THE REFERENCED SECTIONS INCLUDE MODIFICATIONS TO THE COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEMS SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION REVIEW AND APPROVAL PROCESS INCLUDING APPLICATION SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS, SITING AND DESIGN STANDARDS INCLUDING SETBACKS, WIND TURBINES PROTECTED AREAS AND TURBINE SET BACK REQUIREMENTS AND SETBACK WAIVERS REQUIREMENTS, AND DISCONTINUANCE AND DECOMMISSIONING REQUIREMENTS.  
	Text21: The People of Woodbury County (the “County”), as reflected in the County Comprehensive Plan 2040 (the “Comp Plan”), expect the County to scrutinize policies that could significantly impact their long-term prosperity, including health, safety, and welfare.  The Comp Plan sets a goal to “plan for the creation and use of alternative and renewable energy sources in Woodbury County” (p. 127).  However, it also emphasizes the need to “continuously update policies that regulate renewable energy infrastructure to ensure that it does not present safety hazards and to minimize disruptions to surrounding land uses.”

Since the passage of Ordinance #56, which regulates commercial wind energy conversion systems (C-WECS) in unincorporated Woodbury County in July 2021, there has been significant public input.  Residents have raised concerns about potential dangers that could impact their communities including those considered in subsequent amendments adopted in August 2022 and May 2023.   New information about the safety ratings of wind turbines has continued to raise concerns among residents not limited to data presented in safety data sheets.

On April 17, 2024, a town hall meeting hosted by the Woodbury County Board of Supervisors and the Lawton City Council members was held in Lawton, IA.  The meeting covered various topics, including C-WECS regulations. Attendees expressed concerns about safety, long-term agreements, and property values (Woodbury “Lawton,” 2024).  Following the meeting, a petition with over 160 signatures was submitted on August 6, 2024, requesting the Board of Supervisors to revisit the regulations outlined in Ordinance #56. The petition includes the following statement:

"We the people of Woodbury County demand the county’s commercial wind ordinance be relevant based on information readily available.  We believe new information makes our current ordinance no longer relevant and needs to be updated.  We, the undersigned would like to see, at a minimum, the following issues addressed: ½ mile or at least 4.5x tower height(TH) whichever is greater from a non-participating property line, 2.5x TH from a participating residence, 3 miles from a town, county park, and airports, 40 decibels max for sound, complete removal of all concrete, metal, and wires for decommissioning, and mandatory bolstering of county roads and infrastructure prior to any construction" (Woodbury “Petition,” 2024).

The role of these proposed amendments is to establish a balance that continues to keep in mind the public health, safety, and general welfare of the People of Woodbury County in terms of the location, operation, and decommissioning of commercial wind projects.  

References:
Woodbury County Board of Supervisors. (2024, April 17). Lawton Town Hall part 1 of 2 
[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYObe3e8hJk

Woodbury County Board of Supervisors. (2024, April 17). Lawton Town Hall part 2 of 2  
[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-WPdTjx6S8

Woodbury County Board of Supervisors. (2024, August 6). Petition. Agenda Item 12: Citizens 
concerns. Woodbury County, Iowa. https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/files/meeting_assets/citizens_concerns_2024-08- 
06_64181.pdf

Woodbury County Board of Supervisors. (2024, August 6). Minutes of the Woodbury County 
Board of Supervisors meeting. Woodbury County, Iowa. https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/supervisors/meetings/minutes/2024-08-06/

Woodbury County Comprehensive Plan 2040. https://www.woodburycountyiowa.gov/files/community_economic_development/woodbury_county_comprehensive_plan_2040_89417.pdf
	Text25: A) Motion to receive county staff report concerning proposed amendments to Ordinance #56: An Ordinance Regulating Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems...B) Conduct a public hearing on proposed revisions to Woodbury County Ordinance #56, including amending Sections 5.2.D, 6.1.A, 6.2, 7, and 7.1.C, which regulate Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems (C-WECS) in unincorporated Woodbury County. The amendments address changes to the C-WECS application process, submission requirements, siting and design standards, including setbacks, protected areas, setback waiver limitations, as well as updates to discontinuance and decommissioning requirements. C) Motion to approve the 1st Reading of the Ordinance Amendments.
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	No: Off
	ChkBox5: Off
	Text22: 0
	Text23: Receive the county staff report.

Open and close the public hearing. (Set Time: 4:45 PM) 

Conduct and approve the first reading of the ordinance.

The 2nd and 3rd public hearings and readings of the ordinance have been scheduled for Tuesday, September 24 at 4:45 PM and Tuesday, October 1 at 4:45 PM.
	Text24: A) Motion to receive county staff report concerning proposed amendments to Ordinance #56: An Ordinance Regulating Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems...

B) Conduct a public hearing on proposed revisions to Woodbury County Ordinance #56, including amending Sections 5.2.D, 6.1.A, 6.2, 7, and 7.1.C, which regulate Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems (C-WECS) in unincorporated Woodbury County. The amendments address changes to the C-WECS application process, submission requirements, siting and design standards, including setbacks, protected areas, setback waiver limitations, as well as updates to discontinuance and decommissioning plan requirements.

C) Motion to approve the 1st Reading of the Ordinance Amendments.


